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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Control lnt«Uigonc« 


SUBJECT: 


Rocoaaaiaeonco in North 
Viotnom ondl Sooth Chinn 


_ X \ ' ' TW * »«morondom io roopondiag to tho minute of 

Tho Special Croup of 19 November 19 * 1 , paragrof/i T. 

.. 2 * J ^Jg^MIndicottgn U Ther e from Coll ateral Source. 

oflnemitd Btnloup by tho Comm u aloto in North * Viotnom mod 

Comnmniot Chino Inamodiotoly North of tho BorStfV "*" ’ 
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i0m# r# P° rt »* iw^mflirmod, which euggeet buildup 
U Yuanon Province 9 ppooito tho Looo oad North VlotBaroTbordoTo ouch ' 

1* £*! “*** 8 * to South Chino oinco loot Auguoti 

ta ** w “tog hroo; poooiblo Olghtof ChiCou 

if Vi#fa “ ** ^ tr * te4n « * . **** *>«•• 25>< 
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Very little, if anything. The preliminary readout of Miesion 

1 on the prime target area, USSR, has juet been finished. NPIC 

is now examining the photography, a single pass, over Communist 
China and North Vietnam. A hasty look at a few frames in North 
Vietnam shows that the quality is good, there are some clouds, but 
that it is almost certain we will h e unable to assess critical changes 

except where there have been major 


buildings constructed (which will not be identifiable in terms of function) 25X1 
installations involving h# scaring of the earth. 
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4. As quickly as NPIC can readout the [ 


frames over this area, the information will be reported to you. How- 
ever, it is not anticipated that we will gain critical information bearing 
on the question of ChiCom buildup. 
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NPIC is producing s s leeted graphic mater ials in the 

J *** .__ . t , I I 


which will 


North Vietnam and South Chinn area 

give the layman an indication of the quality as it relates to the use of 
satellite photography to solve our intelligence problems in South China 
and North Vietnam in connection with the current Indochina crisis. 
These samples will be sent to your office by noon, 22 November 1961. 
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6 . 


Conclusions 


a. 


Collateral information, as wall as r scent 
mstsriali, do not permit a firm judgment that 
there is significant increased buildup in North Vietnam and 
South China. 
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b. There is no basis for the hope that 

satellite photography of the present quality will 
provide the information to permit a dependable 
judgment on the question of buildup, let alone the 
information required for contingency planning. 
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C? James O. Reber 
Chairman 

Committee on Overhead Reconnaissance 
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